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Ismailis of Central Asia:
Alghanistan, Tajikistan,
and Xinjiang
(Northwestern China)

During the 19th century and the early part of
the 20th century, the Ismailis of various parts of
Central Asia, including present-day Afghanistan,
Tajikistan and the northwest border region of
China, had only sporadic contact with their
Imams. Deputations were sent from some of
these communities to Aga Khan 1 when he was
stayingin Qandaharin 1842, the year the British
were forced out of Afghanistan. Contact with
the Imamate and the opportunity to travel to
see the Imam was greatly prized by the Ismailis
of Badakhshan. As Mubarak-i Wakhani (d.1903),
an Ismaili poet of Badakhshan, wrote:

For the seeker, in both the worlds, you are
what is sought

For in the realms of time and place, besides
you all is naught [SV]

But the broader conflict in which the British
were now involved, known as the ‘Great Game’, a
conflict in which the British, Russians and local
leaders fought for domination over the regions
of Central Asia, impinged more and more on the
life of this remote community. The increasingly
limited contact between the Ismailis in the
various parts of Central Asia and the Imamate,
as well as between each other, was affected by
the manner in which the ‘Great Game’ developed.

(/({‘yll?’(/ (?.!)(Qt)()ﬂ&;iw (J’fgw;l T

Shafique N. Virani, “Badakhshani Ismaili Literature,” in The Ismailis: An Illustrated History, ed. Farhad Daftary and Zulfikar Hirji, London:
Azimuth Editions and the Institute of Ismaili Studies, 2008, 218.

HABITANS DE LZASIE CEN TRALRE.

L g 7 4 R

/, 7 :)/,/t-(/fr P2 ’ J'/'//.’y//‘?{
£

B -
{ ry / T * a
evecomanr. 6 zgrzive { fevetie /7.
A7 Z . / e €

)/«;y//ig l /',' cLeteree: {//f»,’//r(/;’

T

¥

o /

& 14 //"y/?,(zl /./‘

e



Incubus
Text Box
Shafique N. Virani, “Badakhshani Ismaili Literature,” in The Ismailis: An Illustrated History, ed. Farhad Daftary and Zulfikar Hirji, London: Azimuth Editions and the Institute of Ismaili Studies, 2008, 218.
www.shafiquevirani.org

http://www.shafiquevirani.org

